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46 Oleander Street
Holloways Beach
Ql1d.4878

Phone 0740550767
e-mail jjls@bigpond.com

I gave to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul all equipment necessary to
establish a Fitness and Boxing facility. I gave this equipment on the
conditional understanding, that it would be used for the poor and
disadvantaged. The conditions included that the word indigenous would
not be used as it was intended for all disadvantaged, poor, handicapped or
marginalised within our community, regardless of colour, race or creed.
The conditions also included that the Society would not attempt to turn it
into a commercial gym or compete with other Fitness facilities, the reason
for this being, the cliental we aimed to assist would not have been
welcome, or could afford to attend other Fitness centres. It was perfectly
understood by the administrating bodies of the time, that it would not be a
profit making activity. The words expressed were ‘if we save one child
from the street and crime, it is a profit’, these were the words of the State
President Tim O’Connor. Much discussion took place between President
Tim, my wife Judy who was shortly to become¢ the Cairns Diocesan
President and myself. The conditions mentioned were mutely agreed on
at State and Diocesan level. I would like to point out that as a Volunteer I
reassembled all the components that make up this facility alone and
unassisted. I have worked in the Gym at least 3 nights pre week as a
Volunteer for over 4 years teaching and training, what wonderful
payment to receive now.

The facility known as Vinnies Gym was opened by Bishop James Foley,
with many dignitaries in attendance. The concept and achievements have
been praised by Society members from other States within Australia, and
visited by overseas members, including the International President from
Spain.

However at a local Society level there has been just criticism, non-
support, attempted sabotage, trouble making, unrealistic expectations,
humiliation and intimidation of staff members, from day one to now.
Local Society members have decided the project is costing them too
much money, just what they would prefer to use the money on remains a
mystery. Bishop Foley recognises the value of the project and the fact
that in reality it is the only project being offered by the Society in Cairns
for the nominated people.
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so also does interests and perceived needs of disadvantaged people. The
premises where these facilities operate are rented by the Society. A
considerable amount of money, $54000, has been needlessly and
recklessly spent the rented premises. Maree Fell came to see me and said
she did not trust the then Diocesan President Marc King and that he was
stealing money. She asked if I thought she was responsible for the
spending of such a large amount of money? I asked her if there was a
chain of command, answer Yes, question did you follow it, answer No,
and then the answer is Yes. Judy and I were asked to go to Brisbane to try
and establish some guidelines for the gym mainly concerning Maree Fell.
Judy and I spent the day with Mike McKeown and Tom Barry, with the
final decision being that a Special Works be set up with me as Chair, but
that a Vincention must be included. The only Vincentian who had even
visited or participated in the gym was Bernie Gough. I asked him if he
was interested in joining the Special Works, he said he would be
delighted but only if the Fells were not involved because they stole
$20,000, I informed the State President. Local Society members are
continually saying how much money is being spent on the gym, when in
reality the only outlay by this Dioceses are the wages paid to the two
instructors. The $54000 spent on the rented shed offers only one
advantage to the gym, and that is a shower. Queensland State Council pay
the over stated rent that was agreed to by previous persons of authority.
The two instructors are in reality the only members of paid staff there in
Cairns that actually have direct hands on contact with the poor and
disadvantaged. No one ever seems to ask why a charity such as the
Society requires so many administration staff, whilst constantly
complaining about the wages of those who do really come in contact with
the people it is reported to assist.

At a more recent time level, actually within the last few weeks, the
circumstances surrounding the gym have become intolerable. Without
warning about 3 weeks ago a man named Paul Hogan arrived at the Gym
to do what he called an assessment. He was as embarrassed as every one
here that no one knew of his arrival. He said he had been assured by the
CEO that he was expected. Judy my wife attempted to clarify the issue
with both the CEO Peter Maher and the State President Mike McKeown.
In fact what she learned was that a registered letter had been sent to me,
after a decision had been made to ban me from the Gym. This was said to
be as a result of a statement made to Peter Maher when he had visited
Cairns at an earlier date. This very serious statement was that I king hita
child at a boxing tournament when a decision didn’t go my way. These
conversations took place in the morning, by afternoon it had gone from a
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I the above named was the donator of all the equipment known as Vinnies Gym. From
very early in its operation the employed instructors where harassed and intimidated by
the Administrator Maree Fell. It was constantly demanded of the instructors that they
fraudulently give numbers of the indigenous people attending the gym. High numbers
were needed in order to apply for Government Grants. I advised the instructors to
avoid doing this at any cost. One instructor resigned because of this harassment.
These demands were consistently made form a local and state level by people in
charge of the Society, these being Maree Fell administrator, Marc King previous
Diocesan President, Tom Barry previous General Secretary, Peter Maher CEO, Mike
McKeown State President, Jerry McAuliffe FNQ Diocesan President. I personally
spoke with these people with the exception of Peter Maher, telling them I would
ensure these young instructors would not commit this crime.

My name and reputation had been slandered by the CEO Peter Maher, who repeated
to the State President Mike Mc Keown that he had been told the I king hit a child. The
President repeated this to my wife. I took legal advice on this matter. Mr Maher has
refused to this date to reveal who made this statement. A man, Paul Hogan was sent
by the CEO Maher on behalf of the Society to over see the use of, and then the
closure of the gym, has been acting in a malicious. vindictive manner with the
equipment which is now my personal property again, with the destruction of very _
valuable autographed photos. One of the Instructor has just rang me (10.30am 22™
September2005), to inform me that a staff member (a worker from the depot) has
been sent to the gym to take apart equipment that they did not have the knowledge to
do, if taken apart incorrectly it will be impossible to put together again.

And | make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same
to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act 1867.
Taken and Declared before me, at ﬂ*”\mg ad
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A Justice of the Peace/Ci

(777) l

Pranted and Published b Goernment Pnrer. Brishanc
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do solemnly and si i
. y and sincerely declare

1 was the second instructor employed by St Vincent de Paul to work at the
known as Vinnies Gym in Cairns. At the time of my employment I
was informed that payment for use of the facilities was by the donation of
a gold coin if the person could afford it. The Diocesan President Marc
King had made several small wooden boxes for the donations. The boxes
were attached to the walls of the gym.
I was also informed that the equipment that went to make up the Fitness
Centre was a donation by J im Tierney with the understanding that it be
used for the poor and disadvantaged, hence the donation boxes. During
my induction I was made aware of the workings of the Society for the
poor, matters relating to the donation and use of the gym, and that Jim
Tierney was the consultant on training matters and the layout of
equipment within the gym. 1 was also told that this was to be the first of
such projects undertaken by the Society.
During my latter working time at the gym I became to have reservations
when being continually asked to state the numbers of indigenous people
attending. I was eventually asked to frandulently supply numbers of
indigenous persons using the gym. [ am 2 family man and not prepared to
be part of something that I believe was illegal

t bAr\d | make this_ solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same
o be true, and by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act 1867.

Taken and Declared before me, at D) 1N =

this ,g‘i;‘}u day of - e s cF 20 rv}

</ /

/ < 7 51045
A Justice of the Peace/l mn&er f

Printed by G. A Nicholson, Acting Governmeat Printer. '\'
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25 Oak St
Holloways Beach
Cairns, 4878
Australia

7, August, 2005

Dear Sir or Madam:

| have known Jim Tierney for a period of at least eight years. | can truthfully say that
he is exceptionally trustworthy, honest, reliable and confident. He has a passion for helping all females
defend themselves against RAPE and domestic violence. He has already committed his time (free)
teaching his own formulated anti-rape course to St Monica’s girl's school and other girl schools in
Caimns. He is a person who assists the poor and the disadvantaged in our community and now the
extremely disadvantaged when he made it possible for Vinnies Fitness Centre to become a reality.

Jim donated WITH CONDITIONS all the equipment that went to make up the Vinnies Fitness Centre.
Then spent numerous weeks ALONE, physically erecting the layout of the boxing facilities
bodybuilding, weightlifting and powerlifting areas. Without charging the Society of St Vincent DePaul
assessment fees, consultation fees, advisory and training fees, that not only helped me in familiarising
myself in a completely new work place, but he was still doing the same for the present two instructors
that work in Vinnies Fitness Centre. Jim has the best communication skills with credibility and
confidence that | know of when interacting with the youth, the disadvantaged and the general public in
our community.

Jim has dedicated countless (unpaid) hours to the Vinnies Fitness Centre staff and clients over the past
four years. Jim is a professional licensed boxing trainer, experienced Olympic weightlifting instructor,
powerlifting instructor. Highly qualified Martial arts and Self defence instuctor. His abilities in Nutrition,
and Rehahilitation of injuries are second to none.

Jim has his own unique: way of motivating the youth in such a way that it brings out the best in each
and every one of the kids that he trains. Jim gives the youth an avenue 10 release all of their energy
and puts hope and a focus into their lives. If Jim did not spend months of his free time with the youth
this energy could be turned into a negative and the youth could go down the path of crime and
violence.

Jim’s judgement calls has always been in the best interest of the poor and disadvantaged in our
community and the Society of St Vincent DePaul.

Sincerely,

Tony Walsh
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that,

do solemnly and sincerely declare

During my time being employed as a Fitness Instructor by the Society of
St Vincent de Paul at their premises known as Vinnies Gym, I have
continually been harassed to provide false numbers of indigenous people
who use the gym. I have recently been told that high numbers showing
indigenous people would enable the Society to apply for grants. [ have

not been, nor will ever be willing to falsify these numbers.

And | make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same
to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of the Qaths Act 1867.

Taken and Declareq before me, at
this 59, y'/” L day of

Printed by G. A- Nicholson, Acting Government Printer.
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o do solemnly and sincerely declare

During my time being employed as 2 Fitness Instructor by the Society of

St Vincent de Paul at their premises known as Vinnies Gym, 1 have
continually been harassed to provide false numbers of indigenous people
who use the gym. L have recently been told that high numbers showing
indigenous people would enable the Society 10 apply for grants. T have
ot been, nor will ever be willing to falsify these numbers.
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Vinnies’ assets fear

Michael McKinnon
ST VINCENT de Paul's QUEENSLAND BRANCH is said to have ILLEGALLY HANDED OVER

MORE THAN $130 MILLION IN ASSETS to a private company outside the charity's control.
The society is seeking legal advice after RETIRED BARRISTER JACK WILLIAMS, a St Vincent
de Paul's MEMBER, questioned the legality of the 1996 deal to transfer the assets.
SOCIETY MEMBERS WERE TOLD AT THE TIME THAT PUTTING ITS HOSTELS, AGED-CARE
FACILITIES AND RESPITE CENTRES INTO A separate company WOULD ENABLE IT TO MEET
DEMANDS FOR "greater professionalism in terms of accountability, efficiency and proper
management".
The new body, ST VINCENT'S COMMUNITY SERVICES, was registered in January 1996. Its
name was changed to OZCARE ON JULY I, 2003. Corporate documents SHOW 0ZCARE HAD
NET ASSETS OF $118 MILLION, CASH reserves of $24 million and retained profits of $52
million June 30 last year.

The society told The Australian yesterday it was NOT AWARE of any funds that had been
returned to the main body.
Mr. Williams called on Ozcare to return all cash to the society.
"THESE ASSETS WERE DONATED BY GENERATIONS OF QUEENSLANDERS FOR CHARITY,
NOT TO BE HELD IN SOME EFFECTIVELY PRIVATE COMPANY WITH ABSOLUTELY NO
LINKS TO THE SOCIETY," he said "The transfer of assets in 1996 was definitely against the
constitution of the society and is THEREFORE ILLEGAL- all of those assets and cash should be
returned."
Brother Bill McMahon, former head of the society In the Northern Territory, said he had
WARNED the society's national council after the 1996 deal that the transfer had occurred
outside the powers of the state council.
St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland president Michael McKeown said the issues raised by Mr.
Williams were of "great concern" to the branch.
"It has been referred to the society's legal advisers who have been instructed to review this
situation very carefully," he said. "In this process, there will be issues that will be taken up with
Ozcare and until those issues are pursued and raised with Ozcare it is inappropriate to make
further comment at this particular time."
An Ozcare spokesman said it was surprised by the allegations and unaware of any illegality
about the transfer of assets. Ozcare chief executive Brian Lenz said he bad referred the issue to
solicitors.
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home), and from the king hit at tournament to an incident at Vinnies
Gym. I absolutely deny that such an incident as ever occurred in my life.
At the same time I was informed of a complaint that had been lodged
with the CEO about me by the administrator Maree Fell and Diocesan
President Jerry McAuliffe. I obtained legal advice and my solicitor wrote
to the CEO asking for

(1) The name of the person who accused me of the king hit,

(2) A copy of the registered letter,

(3) A copy of the complaint about me, as I understand if such a
complaint is accepted, I have the right to know what it is in order to
answer. In due course my solicitor received a copy of a letter from the
CEO, (see attached) giving the terms of reference of the assessment of the
gym and a small note that asked me to refrain from attending the gym.
Since that time there has been no contact between any member of the
Society either local or State to Judy or myself. Judy has resigned as State
Vice President, where as I just continue to receive distressed phone calls
from women young men and boys I was training in boxing.  am a
professional licensed boxing trainer and the holder of a Blue Card and
cannot afford to have my name slandered in such a way. I intend to take
any measure available to me to clear my name, which could include
going to the press, I have sent a copy of this letter to my two brothers in
Liverpool U.K. who at my request will make the behaviour of the FNQ
Society known internationally. :

There are several other issues going on here in FNQ that I might just as
well inform you of. As we are so far away, much like yourself on the
edge of Australia, the perception seems to be that in remote areas Society
members and staff can do as they wish. Judy has told me the Society has
a grievance policy which should in fact have dealt with the issues I will
mention; they just seem to have been confined to the bottom draw. I
know for a fact that there are several complaints being dealt with by
Workplace Health and Safety, they are complaints against the local
administrator Maree Fell, and so by default the Society as they were not
addressed under the grievance policy. One of these complaints concerns a
lady who was employed as the Cairns Depot manager. The harassment
and treatment (she kept a daily list), that she received, and tried to have
addressed through the correct avenues, eventually reduced her to such a
distressed state, that she went out and obtained the necessary equipment
to commit suicide, a plastic hose and masking tape. She resigned from the
Society 12 months ago, and is only now mentally well enough to attempt
to have this issue addressed. For 4 years Judy my wife, collected, cleaned,
washed, ironed, priced and arranged an Old Wares & Collectables sale
twice a year, all at her own expense, in our home. This project had always
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an e-mail from Maree Fell giving a date for the next and last sale, there
was no discussion with Judy. This decision was made at a store co-
ordinators meeting and recorded, what was not recorded was that Maree
Fell had previously told the Volunteers that Judy did not wish to do this
any longer. That was not true. Judy has since and still is under Psychiatric
care because of the humiliation she felt. The same Maree Fell came to see
me at the gym and asked if I could work a Fat Loss programme out for
her, at the time I was training her daughter without charge who was a
State rep. hocky player. She explained she was too embarrassed by her
size to train when others were at the gym so could I train her personally
when the gym was empty? And could I get for her the fat loss drugs Judy
was using. My answer was no and that Judy had never been near a gym or
drug. Francine who was employed by the Society as a Youth worker was
also continually harassed and insulted by Maree Fell from the start of her
employment. I personally witnessed the appalling behaviour of Maree
Fell towards Francine, while 1 was with Francine in her office making
final arrangements for the Anti-Rape classes we had arranged with St
Monica’s College. 97 students had indicated they wished to participate in
my programme. Francine, also trying to follow the correct procedure, put
in writing a detailed account of her treatment my Maree Fell, and
presented it to her next higher authority, the Diocesan President Jerry
McAuliffe; he read the complaint and returned it to her. Again no action
taken. Francine then resigned from the Society, her youth group, who
were young professional people have also left. The instructors of the
gym, including one who resigned (because of the applied pressure) have
provided signed witnessed Statutory Declarations declaring continued
intimidation and directions by Maree Fell administrator, Peter Maher
CEOQ, Jerry McAuliffe Diocesan President, Marc King previous Diocesan
President, Tom Barry past General Secretary, Mike McKeown
Queensland State President, to give fraudulent numbers of the attendance
of indigenous persons, so the Society could apply for Government Grants.
The CEO told Francine he was not interested in any grant less than
$40,000. The gym has received grants from Cairns City Council, The
Lyons club, Bishop James Foley, ALH group; a mine in PNG, Francine
was told she should try for grants to the value of $500,000.

At 11am this 12® day of September 2005, I received a phone call from
one of the instructors informing me that 5 people, CEO Peter Maher, Paul
Hogan, Jerry McAuliffe and 2 women arrived as he was due to open the
gym and informed him that from that time the gym would not open again.
Equipment was to be removed from the premises by the donators as soon
as possible. They, the instructors were to be gone by 3pm or the police
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Hogan was given for arrangements to be made for collection. I assume
these brave people will not stay around to either inform or give comfort
to the very people this (Charity?) Society is supposed to be concerned for.
Perhaps a few less over paid administration staff may allow more money
to go to those that are really in need. A question worth considering would
be is the Society collecting money under false pretences. Consider the
number of people in authority who are Volunteers as apposed to those on
corporate salaries.

In closing I would like you to know that this idea of a boxing and weight
lifting gym was a project of mine totally supported by all the Catholic
Priests and all of the people of St James Parish Liverpool U.K. I can tell
you now this project saved hundreds of people from becoming criminals
in my poverty stricken Liverpool U.K. I thought, (how wrong can one
be), with the help of a good standing Catholic organization I would be
able to help poor, disadvantaged and homeless people of this country,
even though my nationality has more than once been called into question
by good Catholic St Vincent de Paul people.

I appeal to you as the National President, to find out from the CEO Peter
Maher the name of the person said to make the accusation about me, in
order for me to clear my name and be able to continue to assist people by
other avenues than St Vincent de Paul. :

It seemed fortuitous that I should come across these words you placed on
the Society website:

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
Protect the rights of those who are helpless.

Speak out and pronounce a sentence of justice,
Defend the cause of the wretched and the poor”

(proverbs 31:8-9)

James Victor Tierney
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