Judith my wife suggested I give you a summary of my experiences, as I am not your average Joe will my questionnaire be of any use for you research work?

Judith has asked you why you are doing this questionnaire what are your plans in study.  
Jim Tierney

Born Liverpool England.

Following is a summary of experiences, training and achievements within the industries of fitness, sports training, security, and general wellbeing.

(Trained and qualified as instructor in Olympic Weightlifting under the tutelage of Victor Burdett who at the time was the British Olympic Weightlifting Staff Coach. Power lifting, weight training and bodybuilding.

(Security co-ordinator of several night clubs in Liverpool England.
( Personal armed security guard in South Arica.
( Personal security officer for several noted peoples.

( Co founder of Applied Karate making it work with Gary Spiers.

( Owned and established JT’s Fitness Centre and Kick boxing in Australia.

( Promoted tournaments in Body Building, Kick Boxing, and Karate all with International contestants.

( Responded to a request to establish a gym, run fitness classes, and give instruction, in a maximum-security prison in New South Wales Australia.

( Developed JT’s Awareness programmes including my Anti-Rape programme.

( Conducted the above courses in conjunction with David Lambert, for students from private schools, nurses, and the public.

( With David Lambert, ran classes for special education students.

NSW Department of Education requested this.

( Consultant to David Lambert, Australian Chief Instructor of Okinawa Goju Ryu.

(Published articles in Traditional Karatedo Magazine for world head instructor

Morio Higaonna.

(Registered as a Professional Boxing Trainer.

(Instructed athletes from many different sport disciplines on ways to enhance their performances.
Questionnaire
1. How long have you been in Australia? 
36 years.

2. When did you move to Australia? 
April 1972

Which city/town are you currently residing in? 

Queensland - Cairns 

3. Where did you move?
Liverpool

4. How many members are there in your family and what ages are they?
Wife Judith age 60 - son Lee 34 Scott son 32 

Daughter-in-law Keren 34 granddaughters Jessica 2 Emily 1.

5. What were your reasons for leaving?
Just to see Australia.

6. Why did you choose to move to Australia over other countries?
I had lived in South Africa and visited Europe and the USA.
I never intended to stay here.

7. Many migrants find that if they move into a longer established  
settlement they are more likely to settle better in the long term.  
Whereas people that move to the newer type suburbs seem to be more  
likely to feel unsettled. What are your thoughts on this?

I never intended to stay here in Australia so Sydney was the obvious choice for me.  From experience, most English migrants never leave England psychologically and their social position in England has a strong impact on whether they stay living abroad. 

Like many migrants, they tend to congregate together, in the seventies Bondi Beach Sydney was the place many English arrived simply because there where other English living there. Now Perth Western Australia is the place many English go to live again because of the high amount of English living there.

8. When you first moved to Australia, how easy did you find it to make  
friends with and associate yourselves with native Australians?
Depends on what you mean by native Australians. 
There are two very distinct groups here in Australia.

1. Those from white heritage [non-indigenous] such as my wife, son & granddaughters.

2.  Those who are called indigenous, that is any one with an aboriginal heritage.

White Australians the same as any people in any country have mixed feelings with regard to ‘outsiders’. One of the things I find strange, an ‘outsider’ to an Australian can even extend to people moving from State to State even though unlike the English their accents are very similar. 
There are many who don’t like the English “poms or pommie bastards” as we are referred to. 
I personally find the term insulting and instantly tug anyone that refers to me as a pommie bastard. 
Strangely and quietly the Welsh and the Scots all refer to the English as poms. Australians call Europeans “wogs” the Chinese are called “chinks.” 
Mostly I had and have little problems with the majority of white Australians. 
These people themselves seem to find it insulting that they cannot call themselves indigenous Australians, when after all they were born here, and have families who have been here for several generations.

What is an aboriginal?

An aboriginal is anyone that has any percentage of aboriginal blood it matters not the percentage of honkey blood they have. 
So called indigenous people are a very different story. 
I would go so far as to stay that 90% of white Australians this includes me have little tolerance with these people. 
One reason is the majority that live in towns and cities are of so diluted aboriginal decent that they are often at least as white as the rest of the population. 
The vast majority of aboriginals are unaware of history as they all think they are the only people invaded by whites! 
Most aboriginals live on welfare, are drunks and blame all their problems no matter what on ‘whities’. They receive benefits and various kinds of assistance that 
Non-indigenous Australians are not entitled too.

They, the aboriginals, do not like and will avoid if at all possible interaction with all ‘whities’ no matter where they come from. 
They insist that we, the English and so by association anyone who is not one of them stole their land. 
I personally have met one or two aboriginals who have been friendly, easy to get along with and good to work with. Strangely they tend to be as intolerant with those of their own race who they see as abusing the system as anyone else.   

Queensland uses the word indigenous more than any other part of Australia. 

9. If you have ever lived in more than once place in Australia have  
you found either to be easier to settle into?

Anywhere outside of Sydney does not hold the same appeal to me. 

Most English are not aware of the different climates in Australia.

Canberra for example is not far from the Snowy Mountains and in winter it is freezing and wet. 


10. Which places did you go to which eased this interaction with  
Australians? E.g. schools, work, work events, bars, church, community  
events etc.

I suppose having my own weightlifting gym and being a licensed professional boxing trainer would put me in community events category.  


11. Did you find this differed dependant on gender?
Australian women would not sit in the dark waiting for me to change the light bulb, as most English women I know would do. Australian women are very assertive unlike their men that are mostly poodles.
Australian women do not follow the English class system I am a perfect example as most Australian men QUIETLY say why did she married him!

12. Would you consider yourself Australian or do you still see  
yourself as British?

Even though I am an Australian citizen, I see my self always as an English man not British.

13. Would you say your views on topics such as gun/knife crime,  
racism, terrorism etc have changed since moving to Australia?

Growing up in the Liverpool [before Margaret Thatcher destroyed it], I never saw any colour in people. 

Since living in Queensland and only in Queensland every day, I am made aware of people ethnicity and am continually reminded I am an English man.
Crime and violence is less in Austrian than in other places I have lived. 

Australia is governed by English common law my views like the control the Catholic Church has on every day life Australia certainly have changed particularly in Queensland. England being a Protestant Country would not tolerate what the Catholic Church does here and I was christened a Catholic!   

No matter what party governs here, it is well in control of terrorism.

The Customs and quarantine departments are extremely strict. 

14. Do you still see these issues as a threat to your new life in Australia?


15. Australia has been criticised for having a homogenous culture.  
Would you agree with this statement?


16. Do you think Australia offers the facilities for migrants with  
different backgrounds, religions, values, languages etc. to continue  
to practise these different cultural practices or do you think they  
are expected to assimilate into Australian society?


17. Do you ever find yourself discriminated against because you are  
not a native Australian? E.g. at work, at school, in shops, choice of  
housing etc . If so please give examples.


18. There is a general assumption which states that in order to  
advance socially and economically in a new country, immigrants need to  
become more like the natives.  As they shed the old and acquire the  
new, they acquire skills for working positively and effectively ? a  
process that may not be completed until the second or third generation  
after entry. Do you think this is true of assimilation in Australia?

19. Assimilation can be viewed as a deeply spatial process in that if  
populations are ethnically mixed in residential patterns, interaction  
is more likely to take place and ultimately assimilation (Alba and  
Nee, 1997).


a. Do you find that there has been a distinctive clustering of certain  
ethnic groups within Australian cities?


b. Do you believe you reside in an area dominated by migrants?


20. Have you found there to be difference in working practices or  
attitudes between those of your British employer and your Australian  
employer?


a. If so, how have you dealt with this and does it feel normal to do this now?


21. Has moving to Australia lead to an intensification of prior  
(British, American, Asian) attitudes?

