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Vinnies' assets fear

Michael McKinnon                                                                  

St Vincent de Paul's Queensland branch is said to have illegally handed over more than $130 million in assets to a private company outside the charity's control. 

The society is seeking legal advice after retired Barrister Jack Williams, a St Vincent de Paul's member, questioned the legality of the 1996 deal to transfer the assets.

Society members were told at the time that putting its hostels, aged-care facilities and respite centres into a separate company would enable it to meet demands for “Greater professionalism in terms of accountability, efficiency and proper management”

“The new body, St Vincent's community services, was registered in January 1996. 

Its name was changed to Ozcare on July 1, 2003. 

Corporate documents show Ozcare had net assets of $118 million, cash reserves of $24 million and retained profits of $52 million June 30 last year. 

The society told the Australian yesterday it was not aware of any funds that had been returned to the main body. 

Mr. Williams called on Ozcare to return all cash to the society.

 “These assets were donated by generations of Queenslanders for charity, not to be held in some effectively private company with absolutely no links to the Society”.

He said “the transfer of assets in 1996 was definitely against the constitution of the Society and is therefore illegal- all of those assets and cash should be returned”

Brother Bill McMahon, former head of the society in the northern territory, said he had warned the society's national council after the 1996 deal that the transfer had occurred outside the powers of the state council. 

St Vincent de Paul society Queensland president Michael Mckeown said the issues raised by Mr. Williams were of “great concern” to the branch.       

 “It has been referred to the society's legal advisers who have been instructed to review this situation very carefully”, he said. 

“In this process, there will be issues that will be taken up with Ozcare and until those issues are pursued and raised with Ozcare it is inappropriate to make further comment at this particular time”.                                                                                                                                                                      An Ozcare spokesman said it was surprised by the allegations and unaware of any illegality about the transfer of assets. 

Ozcare chief executive Brian Lenz said he bad referred the issue to solicitors.



St Vincent de Paul FAR NORTH DIOCESAN PRESIDENT Jerry McAuliffe was the spiteful Christian that Closed Vinnies Gym saying the Society “HAS NO MONEY” to keep Vinnies Gym Going! He closed it because JIM TIERNEY BLEW THE WHISTLE ON HIS AND OTHER SOCIETY OFFICIALS BULLYING AND STEALING



