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JUDITH TIERNEY STATES                          

After the opening of Vinnies Gym in Cairns, several other areas expressed interest in this project; one in particular was the township of Ravenshoe. 

After much discussion with the members of the Cairns Diocesan council and St Vincent de Paul conference members of the Tablelands, a proposal was agreed on. 

This agreement was for an extra building to be constructed directly behind the St Vincent de Paul store on land belonging to the Society in Ravenshoe. 

Jim Tierney was asked to provide the expertise needed to cover all requirements of a Fitness Centre. With the input of Jim a plan was drafted, and I as the then Diocesan President presented this proposal and plan to the sitting of the Queensland State council. 

The State council agreed to make funds to the value of $100,000 available as required in order to proceed. 

With this knowledge Jim went ahead and bought a boxing ring (this was one thing the local youth had requested), he also obtained a Multi exercise pin-weight unit.

The required approval at town council level was obtained; approval again from the Diocesan council and the local community of Ravenshoe was also obtained. 

The building commenced and accounts were sent to the Diocesan office.  

When the council was informed that the building was almost complete myself and Marc King travelled to Ravenshoe. 

The building that we saw had no resemblance in common with the plans that had been submitted and subsequently approved; it did not now meet town planning guidelines. 

When the local conference members were asked to explain, they said they had changed their minds about it being a Fitness Centre and now wanted it called an Activities centre. 

The reason given for this change of mind was 

“WE DON’T WANT THAT POMMY BASTARD COMING UP HERE TO TELL US WHAT TO DO” 

This was all reported to the State council, and as far as I know the project was halted.                                                     

My understanding is now the building is used for storage.   

