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Date: Sunday, 9 September 2007 9:48 PM
To: chancery@ado.syd.catholic.org.au <chancery@ado.syd.catholic.org.au>
Subject: These individuals caused me to have a nervous breakdown

Dr Michael Casey
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO CARDINAL PELL

On arrival at Vinnies Gym, [ was confronted by a man who introduced himself as
Paul Hogan. He said he had been sent by the St Vincent de Paul CEO (Peter Maher),
to do an assessment of the Gym and its activities, and that he wanted to interview
everyone including me.

I said I was not prepared to be interviewed by him but would speak with him about
the gym.

I was at this time a St Vincent de Paul State Vice President and had not been informed
of his arrival.

He stated to me that Jim (my husband), i.e. Jim Tierney, who donated the equipment
(with conditions), set up all equipment, and ran the facility as a volunteer for 4 years,
had “got up too many noses”, and that the CEO did not think boxing was a good
image for St Vincent de Paul.

From home I rang the State President to ask what was going on. .
He said the CEO had told him that Jim had king hit a child and the Society needed to
take action.

I also spoke to the CEO who said he had personally sent registered letters informing
people involved with the gym of the arrival of Paul Hogan.

These so called registered letters have never turned up.

When I asked him about his statement of Jim king hitting a child his reply was “no
comment”.

He has been asked again about this statement by me and Jim’s solicitor, he continues
to say “no comment”.

The Society subsequently closed Vinnies Gym, announcing through the local paper
the gym was not being used for the reasons it was set up for.

This was a lie.

The Society however did not show any consideration or concern for the people who
had been using the facility.

Many of these people were street dwellers, mental health clients, disabled from the
Endeavour Foundation, and general disadvantaged from the community.

When Mr Maher was asked by one of the instructors what they could say to these

people his words were “life’s tough”, this from a man who professed to be concerned
for the image of the Society. '

Judith Tierney




