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I conditionally donated to the Queensland society of St Vincent de Paul all equipment necessary to establish a Fitness and Boxing facility. I gave this equipment on the conditional understanding, that it would be used for the poor and disadvantaged. 
The conditions included that the word indigenous would not be used as it was intended for all disadvantaged, poor, handicapped or marginalised within our community, regardless of colour, race or creed. 
The conditions also included that the Society would not attempt to turn it into a commercial gym or compete with other Fitness facilities, the reason for this being, the cliental we aimed to assist would not have been welcome, or could afford to attend other Fitness centres.  
It was perfectly understood by the administrating bodies of the time, that it would not be a profit making activity. The words expressed were “If we save one child from the street and crime, it is a profit.” 
These were the words of the Queensland society State President Tim O’Connor. 

Much discussion took place between President Tim, my wife Judy who was shortly to become the Cairns Diocesan President and myself. 
The conditions mentioned were mutely agreed on at State and Diocesan level. 
I would like to point out that as a Volunteer I reassembled all the components that make up this facility alone and unassisted. 

I worked in Vinnies Gym at least 3 nights per week as a Volunteer.

I personally taught and trained all Vinnies gym instructors.

The facility known as Vinnies Gym was opened by Bishop James Foley, with many dignitaries in attendance. The concept and achievements have been praised by society members from other States within Australia, and visited by overseas members, including the International President from Spain.

However at a local Society level there has been just criticism, non - support, attempted sabotage, trouble making, unrealistic expectations, humiliation and intimidation of staff members, from day one. 

From the day Vinnies gym opened the instructors were demanded by specific society officials to falsify the numbers of only indigenous individuals using Vinnies Gym. The reason for this unlawful act was to give the society the opportunity to apply for government grants. 

I told all the Vinnies Gym instructors that under no circumstances were they to falsify numbers of any kind.

None of these idiotic specific society officials had had any experience in Fitness Centres, Boxing Gyms or Weightlifting Gyms other wise they would have known that every individual that entered Vinnies gym had to sign a disclaimer form for insurance purposes and this was the official register or individuals using Vinnies Gym. 

My wife Judith Tierney and me were asked to travel to Brisbane to meet with the Queensland society State President Michael McKeown and society General Secretary Tom Barry initially to confirm the amount of bullying and harassment by specific society officials. 
While there I told both of these individuals the Vinnies Gym instructors would not falsify numbers of any kind Tom Barry responded with “Tell them to just guess!” I replied “No!”
So my wife and me knew that my project Vinnies gym was doomed after that meeting with them two arrogant clowns in Brisbane.

The bullying and harassment of volunteers and paid staff by specific society officials continued.

So the Vinnies Gym instructors past and present sent witnessed signed statutory declarations to Prime Minister John Howard informing him that these specific society officials wanted the instructors to falsify the numbers of indigenous individuals only using Vinnies Gym. The reason for this unlawful act was to give the society the opportunity to apply for government grants. 

Judith Tierney was appointed by Cairns Bishop James Foley to a society Queensland State vice president this meant nothing to the OLD BOYS School male officials of the society that frown upon females having any rank or position and because of her perception that these highly unethical, arrogant and publicly deceptive society officials would close Vinnies Gym she personally asked the FNQ diocesan president McAuliffe if the gym was closing.

Judith Tierney was the society’s mental health consultant at the time as she is a qualified Director of psychiatric hospitals and a registered psychiatric nurse and as such she understood the ill effects it would have on people with certain conditions if it closed unannounced, McAuliffe answer was “definitely not”. 
This was a deliberate lie as McAuliffe did close Vinnies Gym shortly after I confronted him, society Cairns administrator Maree Fell and society ceo Peter Maher demanding they stopped these consistent bullying immediately. 

I had two strikes against me one I am a pommie Bastard and two I had the audacity to email the ceo Peter Maher telling him if he did not stop this bullying I would, so they closed Vinnies Gym to silence me and retribution.    

Bishop James Foley recognised the value of my project and the fact that in reality it was the only project being offered by the society in Cairns for the nominated people. 

As elected positions change hands within the Society on a regular basis, so also does interests and perceived needs of disadvantaged people. 
The society rented the premises where Vinnies Gym operated.

A considerable amount of money, $54,000, was needlessly and recklessly spent on the rented premises. 
Maree Fell came to see me and said she did not trust the then Diocesan President Marc King and that he was stealing money. 
She asked if I thought she was responsible for the spending of such a large amount of money. 
I asked her if there was a chain of command, answer Yes, question did you follow it, answer No, and then the answer is Yes. 
Mike McKeown and Tom Barry made me the chair person of a GYM Special Works with the stipulation a Vincention must be included on the GYM Special Works committee.

The only Vincentian who had even visited or participated in the gym was Bernie Gough. 
I asked him if he was interested in joining the GYM Special Works, he said he would be delighted only if the Fells were not involved because they stole $20,000, and Maree Fell would not let him view any financial documents that he was entitled to see as a member of this VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION I informed Michael McKeown he took no action.

The only outlay by this diocesan was the wages paid to the two instructors the $54000 spent on the rented shed was to offer a shower that was never finished for anyone to use before they closed it.

The Vinnies Gym instructors were in reality the only members of paid staff here in Cairns that actually had direct hands on contact with the poor and disadvantaged and the mentally ill. 

No one as ever asked why a charity such as the society requires so many administration staff, whilst constantly complaining about the wages of those who do really come in contact with the people it is reported to assist.
The circumstances surrounding the gym were intolerable the last few weeks before they closed Vinnies gym. Then without warning a man named Paul Hogan that had all of six whole years experience in the fitness industry arrived at the Gym to do what he called an assessment.
I asked this Paul Hogan was he aware of the conditional conditions that I donated all my equipment to 
Tim O’Connor the then society Queensland State President and I said make sure you find out these conditions before you do any form of assessment.
He said he had been assured by the ceo that he was expected and the ceo never mentioned any conditions that went with my donation. I told him he, the ceo, Peter Maher was not employed by the society when I gave my conditional donation all he has to do is contact Tim at his email Timothy.O'connor@correctiveservices.qld.gov.au  
The conceited Maher would not contact anyone unless it was to benefit him!
Judith Tierney attempted to clarify the issue with both the ceo Peter Maher and the State President Mike McKeown.
In fact what she learned was that a registered letter had been sent to me, after a decision had been made to ban me from the Gym. 
This was said to be as a result of a statement made to Peter Maher when he had visited Cairns at an earlier date. 
This deliberate vicious vile contemptible statement was that I king hit a child at a boxing tournament when a decision didn’t go my way. 
Remember this is a extremely highly paid ceo that supposedly did not know that if he was telling the truth he would have a receipt for his fictitious registered letter and me the recipient would have had to sign for it.

When he realised I knew he was lying it had gone from a registered letter to an express delivery [no letter of any description ever arrived at my home].

At the same time I was informed of a complaint that had been lodged with the ceo about me by the administrator Maree Fell and Diocesan President Jerry McAuliffe. 
I obtained legal advice from THE LAW OFFICE Cairns and my solicitor Mr Magoffin wrote to the ceo asking for - 
1. The name of the person who accused me of the king hit -
2. A copy of the registered letter or the receipt of the registered letter -
3. A copy of the complaint about me, as I understand if such a complaint is accepted, I have the right to know what it is in order to answer. 
In due course my solicitor Mr Magoffin received a copy of a letter from the ceo, giving the terms of reference of the assessment of Vinnies Gym and a small note that asked me to refrain from attending the gym. 
Judy resigned as State Vice President, where I just continued to receive distressed phone calls from women young men and boys I was training in boxing and weightlifting. 
I am a professional licensed boxing trainer and the holder of a Blue Card and cannot afford to have my name slandered in any way as this pathological lying deceitful vindictive society ceo Peter Maher deliberately tried to do to me.

He also instructed society solicitors THYNNE & MACARTNEY that he had requested for me to show him my professional licensed boxing and I refused [despite request].

Judith Tierney wrote to the Legal Services Commissioner Mr John Briton telling him that this ceo Peter Maher was consistently stating lies about me her husband and carer.

Legal Services Commissioner Mr John Briton responded to Judith Tierney stating -

“I sympathise that the conduct of Thynne & McCartney and their clients, the St Vincent de Paul Society, has caused you and your husband distress and affected your husband's health.” 

Copy of Legal Services Commissioner Mr John Briton response to my wife on request.
I intend to take any measure available to me to clear my name I have sent a copy of this letter to my two brothers in Liverpool England. 

As NOT ONE Queensland government minister and their departments, Two QLD Premiers, 
Qld Attorney General Mr Kerry Shine, Work Place Health & Safety and numerous senior policy advisors.

The worst upset is with the people that swear to help civilians the Queensland police department not only have they not helped us, indeed the Queensland police department have acted the opposite and have tried  to intimidate us both.

Queensland police minister Judy Spence does not even respond to us any more she totally blanks us just because the what to cover up for these Catholic highly unethical, arrogant and publicly deceptive society officials. 

So this is our last attempt for justice from –

CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION  
GPO Box 3123
Brisbane QLD 4001

If this department performs like every other department and tells us they are the wrong department to help us, or their hands are tied and will not help to bring these thieves liars and bullys to Justice Judith Tierney and me will leave Australia and attend the office of HUMAN RIGHTS in England
indeed the Queensland police department have tried  to intimidate us both quite the opposite they have tried to

 I will go to the Human Rights Commission

who at my request will make the behaviour of the FNQ Society known internationally.

There are several other issues going on here in FNQ that I might just as well inform you of.  As we are so far away, much like yourself on the edge of Australia, the perception seems to be that in remote areas Society members and staff can do as they wish. 

Judy has told me the Society has a grievance policy which should in fact have dealt with the issues I will mention; they just seem to have been confined to the bottom draw. I know for a fact that there are several complaints being dealt with by Workplace Health and Safety, they are complaints against the local administrator Maree Fell, and so by default the Society as they were not addressed under the grievance policy. 

One of these complaints concerns a lady who was employed as the Cairns Depot manager. The harassment and treatment (she kept a daily list), that she received, and tried to have addressed through the correct avenues, eventually reduced her to such a distressed state, that she went out and obtained the necessary equipment to commit suicide, a plastic hose and masking tape. 

She resigned from the Society 12 months ago, and is only now mentally well enough to attempt to have this issue addressed. For 4 years Judy my wife, collected, cleaned, washed, ironed, priced and  arranged an Old Wares & Collectables sale twice a year, all at her own expense, in our home. 

This project had always been encouraged by other volunteers. Early one morning Judy received an e-mail from Maree Fell giving a date for the next and last sale, there was no discussion with Judy. 

This decision was made at a store co-ordinators meeting and recorded, what was not recorded was that Maree Fell had previously told the Volunteers that Judy did not wish to do this any longer. 

That was not true. Judy has since and still is under Psychiatric care because of the humiliation she felt. The same Maree Fell came to see me at the gym and asked if I could work a Fat Loss programme out for her, at the time I was training her daughter without charge who was a State rep. hockey player. 

She explained she was too embarrassed by her size to train when others were at the gym so could I train her personally when the gym was empty? 

And could I get for her the fat loss drugs Judy was using. My answer was no and that Judy had never been near a gym or drug. Francine who was employed by the Society as a Youth worker was also continually harassed and insulted by Maree Fell from the start of her employment. I personally witnessed the appalling behaviour of Maree Fell towards Francine, while I was with Francine in her office making final arrangements for the Anti-Rape classes we had arranged with St Monica’s College. 97 students had indicated they wished to participate in my programme. Francine, also trying to follow the correct procedure, put in writing a detailed account of her treatment my Maree Fell, and presented it to her next higher authority, the Diocesan President Jerry McAuliffe; he read the complaint and returned it to her. 

Again no action taken. 

Francine then resigned from the Society, her youth group, who were young professional people have also left. 

The instructors of the gym, including one who resigned (because of the applied pressure) have provided signed witnessed Statutory Declarations declaring continued intimidation and directions by Maree Fell administrator, Peter Maher CEO, Jerry McAuliffe Diocesan President, Marc King previous Diocesan President, Tom Barry past General Secretary, Mike McKeown Queensland State President, to give fraudulent numbers of the attendance of indigenous persons, so the Society could apply for Government Grants.

The CEO told Francine he was not interested in any grant less than $40,000. The gym has received grants from Cairns City Council, The Lyons club, Bishop James Foley, ALH group; a mine in PNG, Francine was told she should try for grants to the value of $500,000.          

At 11am this 12th day of September 2005, I received a phone call from one of the instructors informing me that 5 people, CEO Peter Maher, Paul Hogan, Jerry McAuliffe and 2 women arrived as he was due to open the gym and informed him that from that time the gym would not open again.

Equipment was to be removed from the premises by the donators as soon as possible. 

They, the instructors were to be gone by 3pm or the police would be called, all door locks were changed. A mobile phone of Paul Hogan was given for arrangements to be made for collection. I assume these brave people will not stay around to either inform or give comfort to the very people this (Charity?) Society is supposed to be concerned for. Perhaps a few less over paid administration staff may allow more money to go to those that are really in need. A question worth considering would be is the Society collecting money under false pretences. Consider the number of people in authority who are Volunteers as apposed to those on corporate salaries.  

In closing I would like you to know that this idea of a boxing and weight lifting gym was a project of mine totally supported by all the Catholic Priests and all of the people of St James Parish Liverpool U.K. I can tell you now this project saved hundreds of people from becoming criminals in my poverty stricken Liverpool U.K. I thought, (how wrong can one be), with the help of a good standing Catholic organization I would be able to help poor, disadvantaged and homeless people of this country, even though my nationality has more than once been called into question by  good Catholic St Vincent de Paul people.    

I appeal to you as the National President, to find out from the CEO Peter Maher the name of the person said to make the accusation about me, in order for me to clear my name and be able to continue to assist people by other avenues than St Vincent de Paul. 

It seemed fortuitous that I should come across these words you placed on the Society website:  

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,

Protect the rights of those who are helpless.

Speak out and pronounce a sentence of justice,

Defend the cause of the wretched and the poor”

(proverbs 31:8-9)

James Victor Tierney

