2

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

MICHAEL .J. REIDY 





Date.  02/06/05                          Rockhampton Diocesan President





10 Alexandra Close, Gladstone,  QLD. 4680                                                      

Ph. 07 49784790      Fax.  07 4978 0616    Work  07 49766026     Mob. 0417 197728


Mr. Peter Maher



Chief Executive Officer

St.Vincent  De Paul Society 


State Council Queensland


I wish to re iterate the concerns I expressed at State Council meeting June 28 regarding the recent directive given to our Solicitors to instigate legal action against Ozcare by way of a letter of demand, to hand back our previously owned and operated facilities.

As a member of State Council Board, my understanding of the situation was that our Solicitors had primarily been engaged to investigate the matter of legal implication, and requirements necessary to recover these facilities.                                                     This would involve a process of compiling, packaging, and analysing a wide range and scope of historical documentation which we organised for them.                                                                                                    It also included meetings and consultation with The Catholic Bishops of Queensland, members of the National Council and other various parties etc.

Our Solicitors were to then analyse this information and produce a Report for State Council, accompanied with a list of recommendations for our assessment and analysis.


When you announced at our meeting that a letter of demand had already been served, and that we had received a response back from the Ozcare Solicitors,                      I immediately expressed my concerns that this had been a significant and decisive step, and that the full Council should have been informed and furthermore involved  in the final decision of this action.

I then asked who had authorised this action, and the answers from the floor were given that Council had previously agreed to a motion that we would engage our Solicitors        "to look into the matter of taking back the facilities from Ozcare and to follow their recommendations as such"


As a director on this Board I believe that I am expected to act within the roles of responsibility, accountability, duty of care, and to act with due diligence.

We have now been advised that a major action has been instigated which will no doubt add significant outcomes and ramifications to our organisation; for better or for worse. Neither myself nor (as I assume) other members of this Board, have been consulted with on this matter, nor were we issued with a copy of the Solicitors Report and briefings.     In conclusion we did not get the opportunity to participate in a thorough evaluation and debate to assist our Board to formulate an informed decision on such a major issue. 

This recent happening concerns me greatly, and as a result of this

I hereby wish to officially place on the record, this notice to State Council;                 based on the grounds that I have not been kept updated and adequately informed on these matters, and that because pertinent information had not been forwarded to me for my perusal prior to this decision

"I neither agree with nor support this action of a 'Letter of Demand' which was served against Ozcare."

Yours fraternally

Michael J Reidy

