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Mr James V Tierney

46 Oleander Street

HOLLOW A YS BEACH QLD 4878

Dear Mr Tierney

Thank you for your email of 17 December 2007 regarding your allegations about the closure of a gymnasium, and bullying and theft by the management of St Vincent De Paul Society in Cairns. The Minister for Communities and Disability Services, the Honourable Lindy Nelson-Carr MP, has asked me to respond to you on her behalf.

I am aware that your recent and previous allegations have been assessed by the department's Complaints and Prevention Unit which concluded that fitness and sexual assault services, referred by you as an "anti-rape" program, are not within the funding programs of the department and therefore, not within the scope to investigate. Also, there is no information to support your claim that the decision to close the gymnasium was based on matters other than an operational decision by the society. 

Bullying allegations are a matter for the Department of Employment and Industrial Relations or the Anti-Discrimination Commission Queensland to investigate. Should you have evidence about theft, you should refer this to the Queensland Police Service as the appropriate agency to investigate such a matter.

If you require any further information or assistance in relation to this matter, please contact Mr Phil Smart, Acting Manager, Complaints and Prevention Unit, Department of Communities on 3406 2618.

Yours sincerely

Lee Norris
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