PAGE  
1



                                                             Price-fixing stores take £116m fine                                                                                                                       Richard Fletcher, Deputy City Editor                                                                                                           Last Updated: 12:42am GMT 09/12/2007
Leading retailers admit guilt and work with OFT in exchange for reduced punishment.                                                                                                                                  Damning boardroom minutes, faxes, and e-mails between some of Britain's largest supermarkets forced them to accept a combined £116m price- fixing fine. The Office of Fair Trading's long-running investigation into …. …… admitted liability yesterday and accepted the fine - despite the fact that they have argued privately that they are being punished for doing the right thing.  The OFT investigation has stunned executives - The investigation was sparked following a raid on Arla's UK headquarters by the OFT.                                                                   The OFT evidence - some of which has been seen by The Daily Telegraph - consists largely of e-mails sent by directors of Arla. Arla has managed to avoid a fine by turning "whistleblower".                                                                                                                [image: image2.png]


In one internal e-mail, a senior Arla director instructs one of his buyers: "Can you please get ASAP to at least match Asda/Tesco.”Without this Asda will undoubtedly come back down."                                                                                 In another e-mail, sets out the exact……… "Attached shows price movement for Arla.                                                                                                                                        A day later, in another e-mail to Asda, an Arla director wrote: "Tesco will move on Tuesday 17th at which time we will provide you with copies of till receipts... Other customers are also stating that they will follow Tesco's lead." The evidence also draws a number of leading figures into the inquiry.                                                                   E-mails and notes written by Kevin Hawkins, director general of the British Retail Consortium and the public face of British retailing, form part of the OFT's evidence. "I don't remember sending any e-mails" he added. Asda, Sainsbury's, Wiseman all admitted liability yesterday and agreed to work with the OFT in exchange for a reduced fine. 
This is an email from Jerry McAuliffe to his conspirator society ceo Peter Maher. McAuliffe who claims to be holy and pious is the vindictive individual that closed Vinnies Gym down. His reason he stated to the Cairns community was - we the people involved in Vinnies gym for four years were not doing what it was set up for! Pitt the, then, communities’ minister, stated to Mary Triant the same so he could back up McAuliffe. Pitt never entered Vinnies gym so how could he vilify all the Volunteers and paid staff of Vinnies gym if not to just back up McAuliffe! This email of McAuliffe’s giving up his fellow conspirator ceo Peter Maher is about $130 million dollars ++++ they gave away illegally imagine what this gargantuan amount of money could do for the people it was donated to.                                                                                                                      And just like my million dollar CONDITIONAL DONATION of equipment not a gift a CONDITIONAL DONATION specifically for the Cairns disadvantaged they have stolen this from the Cairns community too, but I want it back from these proven liars thieves and bullies for the specific people it was donated too!!!! 

McAuliffe says this to ceo Peter Maher….. if minutes were to be subpoenaed by a court at a future date and the legal action could be deemed to be invalid.  If this is not seen as a conspiracy one must ask How can any Australian public servant allow these thieves to be custodians of millions of dollars for the poor after reading this email below?
From: "Jerry McAuUffe" fnq.pres.dc@svdp-qld.org.au                                                                                                                                        To: "Maher, Peter" peter.maher@svdp-qld.org.au                                                                                                                                                     Cc: "Tierney, Judy" <jjls@bigpond.com>; "Richards, Peter" <gcc.prichards.dc@svdp-qld.org.au>; "O'Connor, Tim" <Timothy.OConnor@dcs.qld.gov.au>; "Moore, Brian" <brian.moore@svdp​qld.org.au>; "McKeown, Michael" <state.admin@svdp-qld.org.au>; "Leach, Robert" <nth.pres.dC@svdp-qld.org.au>; "Kelly, Maurie" <mjk@gil.com.au>; "Hester, Kathryn" <kathryn@phoiberg.com.au>; "Guise, Losa" <guisel@bigpond.com.au>; "Campbell, John" <john.campbell@svdp-qld.org.au>; "Beauchamp, Ron" sth.pres.dC@Svdp-qld.org.au                                                                                                                                             Sent: Monday, 6 June 2005 2:30                                                                                                                                                                    Subject: Ozcare
Peter,

A few points I consider I should contribute towards this debate:

• At last State Council meeting I can recall saying I considered Mick had a point when he was concerned 

re legal action not having the sanction of the full State Council. My reason for saying this relates to 

concerns if minutes were to be subpoenaed by a court at a future date and the legal action could be 

deemed to be invalid. 
I don't have any legal advice on this, it was merely a concern.

•From my recollection, Maurie then weighed in and had a motion passed with words to the effect that State Council now supported the action and a vote of thanks was moved to those who had been 

working so hard on the Ozcare issue. I stand corrected if my recollections are not exact as they are 

made without the benefit of minutes of the meeting. I guess this motion now at least places the action 

in minutes of a State Council meeting. As far as I am aware, there were no dissenters when the motion was put

• I do not appear to have any official minutes of the teleconference 15/2/05. However, my handwritten notes indicate that a legal challenge may not have been one of the nine stratagies outlined in your e-

mail of Sunday 5/6/2005. I agree that the other stratagies listed were discussed and am aware from the last State Council meeting that number 9 (letter to all Vincentians) is still being worked on.

         • My notes indicate that at the time of the teleconference a legal challenge was still "On the table" but

that there may have been a way to comeup with some process that all parties would be happy with. 

The notes further indicate that this could be a staged strategy and it was after this wording that the stratagies outlined in your e-mail were detailed (with the exception of the legal challenge). It could well 

be argued that because the legal challenge was deemed stll"On the table" that it was one of the stratagies. As, stated, these are merely handwritten notes taken during the teleconference and I stand corrected if they do not agree with official minutes.

•My notes also indicate that, following the teleconference, further short up-dates would be forthcoming.

Regards, Jerry McAuliffe
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