WHY BOXING GYMS?..........Many communities have compassionate service providers helping their neighbourhoods. We in Cairns are lucky having businesses that are giving something back to their communities. 
I have found through personal experience that boxing gyms and all that makes them up saves numerous high - risk kids. Boxing Gyms are full of people who have ambitions that require focus on self - improvement and independence. Boxing develops character and a work psyche from the training, both in and out of the ring.                                I truly believe that most in our community do not realise just what they have here in Cairns.                              

Not once did Jude get one negative comment when she put forward my proposal and asked the Society to work with her to try a save some kids, our allegedly mutual objective.                                                              

Not even from those that do not like boxing.
Running these types of gyms is not easy I was lucky having had proper men 'wanting to join Jude and me in helping the disadvantaged. I have also had the chance to personally train these gentlemen to work in a very difficult work environment that most people could not do or would not do! 
The instructors work many hours over their official paid hours never once asking for overtime. 
They also share their weekends taking the kids to boxing tournaments again using their own cars and money.

So briefly, let it be known what exactly - my instructors have achieved. 
They have given dignity to the word disadvantaged. 
They have shown by their actions, not words that they all care for our kids.
A clean towel for most is no big deal; you should see the look in the eyes of kids to whom it is a big deal when one is available for them. All provided by our caring depot manager Rhonda Wallace and washed by the two Instructors.                                                                                                                                                   I wish you all could hear the word 'REALLY' from the kid who has no money but can still train to be a world champion. Very few people get the chance to see a disadvantaged kid saying to his trainer not carer, that he was his best friend. Just because they gave him, his own training bag containing his boxing mitts, bandages, headgear to use in his gym! Teaching the SWEET SCIENCE of boxing training correctly, is extremely emotionally consuming, does not pay well or in my case it has cost me millions as I get no pay even though I donated all the equipment.                                                                                                                  Since the opening I get plenty of abuse by the old school Society officials that make it obvious they would prefer us to go. Amazingly when I ask them have they anything they could do to capture STREET KIDS instead of my projects the look in their eyes tells you they do not like even talking to some dirty clothed kid with no family support  

I have damaged their Society’s image so I ask them to help me with the kids but most are poodles and would prefer our future leaders get involved in drugs instead of helping hands on. Maybe they feel threatened as most are very unfit. Add to this the functions and spiritually enhancement weekends away they attend.
I thought they camped on a hill like Jesus Christ did. No I was wrong only the best hotels seem to be able to enhance society Queenslanders spiritually.
But no amount of money could buy the trust of the kids of our community that Byron, Lee, Jude and me have established. Maybe I should take the time to explain why I have found boxing training to be so successful when it comes to helping people. The SWEET SCIENCE of boxing training is the same for non - competitors as it is for competitors.                                   Therefore, no one is ever pressured to compete. 
Modern boxing training that now includes the use of free weights, improves balance, helps in developing a symmetrical physique, VERY IMPORTANT and improves hand and eye coordination. 
Let me finish on saying that it is a privilege to be able to help the kids of Cairns coming from the greatest City in the world Liverpool. It is a comfort dealing with people whose deeds are indeed louder than their words. 
It is safe to say the Instructors, Jude and me have over the years done all the groundwork, as well as establishing the necessary contacts. We will have to give assistance in Ravenshoe and Hogan and guidance in the establishment of further outlets of this project.                                           
Jim Tierney jjls@bigpond.com
